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ACTs xxiv. 16. 
Conſcibnce void f offence towards Gad, and. 
4 wards Mev. 
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» +8 Heſe words. are part of * "Xi which 
W Paul made for himſclf, 'befote Felix the x 
* Governor. 

In which be firſt of all vindicates himſelt from 
charge of Sedition, wer. 12. They neither found me in 
Temppre, le, $i E #ny Man ; 3 raifing gp, 

ple, 1 Synagogue, nor in the cih ;*1h at is, 
could not charge him with making any diſturbance 
cher in Church or State. 

_Afterthis, he makes a free and o rofeſlion of 
Religion, ver. 14. But _ T pen p ter the 


vbic 1 2 call Hereſia, ſo worſhip Ithe God 7 my Fa 
Beli all things which ar eee, * 
* Scriptures ro be the Ri 


Hogs ere he declares t 
is Faith, in oppoſition to the Tradition of 
Phariſees, | 

More particularly ho aſſerts the Doctrine of the 
ſurrection, which was a principle Article both of the 
iſh and the Chri ian Religion; wer. 15. And I have 
alſo — * en 
the jaſt andthe unjuſt. 

And having made this declaration of his 1. 
he gives an account of his Life, in the words of 
Text, wer, 16. And :bereim do I exerciſe my ſelf, to 
—_ a Confeience void of offence, towards God, end ie 


Herein, Ev 7&r@,/that is, in thi work, do 1 em 
my lelt; or e 5 weht mean ume, 
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am mb this World ; oras others, ler wal mech. 


Wy, for this cauſe and reaſ 

| dis reaſon, becanſe I 
ye 57 conſcientious care of my ties a and Jl mY 

Ins ot it. hay” 1 

day The Diſcourſe 1 Iced to mie upon tete Wa 

| 152 compriz d in theſe follow ia Parrieniagg ai 

ere is 1 extent of a good Man 'S pious. racdic 
aha onſcienct wed: offence, toward: God, 


li.” Here is hi-conſtancy. 11 9 in r 
purſe ;-ro have al a conſcience void of offence. : 

III. Here is his carneſt care and endeavour to this pur 
bse, 1 everciſe my" ſlf. : * 

V.H Here is 7 rinciple and {nlnetfitd guide of of: his 
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ad ny our Duty, «under theſe two ge- 
Heads, is very in Scripture. The hg 
ee refers our Duty to cheſe two Heads: 2 
ply our Savidur cowprehends the whole de Bar of 
an ae two ba W 4 3M 
0 0 aur 5 an 22 pon 
Commandments, ve all | 1 w. end the bly aA ul 
is, all the Moral, 
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l ons which St. Paul here tells us was his C 
"all ay down ſome Ruiles and Dire tots Tons for 
7 Ale ng of 1 Conſcience, 4 RC” TY 
re is the great motive A encourage 
Ar ells us was the belief 
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and urea nee 


theſe rwo general H 
II. Here # hs conft po rote ence inqbis ewfh. i Sek ti 
. fiys, that he excreted bim f ro have a/wes a Conſcience 
of offence; Aru dg, continually, at all times, in the Wit 
courſe of his life. We muſt not only make conſcience of; . 
ways by fits and ſtarts, but in the courſe and tenor @ 
our lives and actions, without any and intermiſſions. 
hene are ſome that will refrain from groſſer Sins, and 
very ſtrict ar ſome Seaſons; as during the time of a ſolemn 
pentance, and for ſome da ys before they receive the ICTAL 
and perhaps for a little -while after it : And when theſe c 
Seaſons are over, they ler themſelves looſe again to their tc 
| lewd and vitious Courſe : But Religion ſhould be a cond 
frame and temper of Mind, diſcovering it ſelf in the he 
courſe of ous ives and Actions. | 
III. fire % likewiſe a very N e to tit 
poſe, Herein do I exerci f, fays St. Paul. The 
0x, which is here re "por, fe, is a word of a very in 
cation, and does denote that gh applied himſelf 
baſiteſs with all his care and might, and that he made 
his earneſt ſtudy and endeavour i And ſo muſt we; we mult u. 
—ů——ů 2 and to be rightly ino 
„ — good and evil that we may not millake the 
"5 t 


hings, and call geod ci and evil good 1 We mult apply 
Minds in good earneſt tobe F inftrudted inall the 
of at our Duty, that ſo we may not be at a loſs what to do Wi 
We are to the practice of it: And when we know. 
Duty, We cult be true ad hotteſt to cur ſiives, nod very 
tut performance 0 


and conſcientious in the and 
5 
IVth Place to confider the id immediate 6 
our Aftions, which St. — road a us Way Weg 


exerciſomy ſalf to have alw 5 Conſcience wand of offence : By 
he not only mean a6 ution to follow the dictate at 
. his Conſcience, but likewiſe. a due care to it 
his Conſcience arighty that he might not in any ching tn 
greſs the Law of God, and his Duty. 
Conlon ute of e Principle of Moral Actions, and) 
Guide in matter Da, It is not the Law and K 
of our Actions, that the Law 


Godonly 13 but it is ot 
de Duty. Director, ring eL 
tf 
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gut becauſe 1 a Fer 

nification, I ſhallendeavour 5 uy 

ation of it. Now Conte OR 

ry Man is repreſented as 

his r gy x | 
d Conſeience,, under one Notion or 


is Trial: The Court is call'd the Court e 1 
Aren call dthe . 
of Confeience ::Conſeiexce alſo is; the Aoeuſer ) an — 9 

rd and Regiſter at our Crimes, in Which ch 
m is preſery'de- And ĩt is the N which 
RR — Ts 


Air 


| | Conſciences, and that 4 Man's ann Conſerence 44 to 


« thouſand Wimeſſer : And it ia lies iſe the 
Wes the Law, and what. we ought; or 


o, in ſuch or ſuch a Caſe, and al 
n ſuch or ſe, deer e- bn 


Nc IT,” tting or 
Uſe of Spe, 


oy we judge of m of i aſe 6 he Pr 
» if Xt and govern our Actions: So that in ſho 
ing eſe but »he 
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rt, 8 58 
bis Aftions;, — yg-0y "oy trdifferon 
* is, or. or 
wi them wailing wowhet things ara goqatanded 774 
1E are our Daty; what thing are fordi by Him, | 
1 neicher | 
1 and conſequent! | oh 
VkPuce, and DireBions fer the P of 6 
ue, ge- be el ſhall be theſe follwwing + [ 
Toh, Never in any caſe ah comvrry 20 the perinhon ob 
. M For thas certainly iso great Sin. 
t ork property offends the Conſcience and.renders us 
ley; gale beingaotkingells bur rroubleariing in our mini 
: ly prtinded waour Day: And how ene e 
erily perſuaded was our Duty: Aud 342. 
al1or obs — s well 2 — 2 Ac 
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| And this Rule is the more neceſſary to 


FLient excuſe for any 
Conſcienèe. But th 
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- World; wih a perſuaſion that they do well. Our Say 
tells his Diſciples that the eime ſhould come when the ems hau 


upon the-Croſs, for they know ut what they do, Luke xxii. 


nat have crucified the Lard of life and glory: And concerning Hin 
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g ( ( 2 . 
according to the preſent perſuaſion of it. And therefc 
vught to take great care not to offend [againſt the ligbe 
conviction of our own mind. „ % i wn? „1 

. © *Second'y, We ſhould be very careful to inferm our C 

ences aright, that we may not miſtake concerning our Du 

or if we qo, that our error and miſtake may not be groſly wild 
w 4 tevih up * * 19 
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| be conſider d aridin 
2 Men are apt to think. 3t a all 
t ing, that they did it according ta t 
is will appear to be à dangerous miſtghe 
and of very pernicious conſequence to the Souls of Men, it, of 
confider theſe two things, ww OA % 28009 Hits F r 2g Fl nl 

moſt-heinous Sing it 


garded by us, becauſe 


* 


1/1. That Men may be guilty of che 


following an erroneous Conſciencee. 1 
19. And theſe Sins may prove damnable without a parye 10 
lar repentance for them. ** 2 K. t. 2 4 may 


uſt. Thith Men may bo guily of the moſt beine Sins in fall 
an trroneous Conſcience, Men may neglect and abuſe themlgly 
ſo far, as to · do ſome of the worſt and wickedeſt things in. 


them to death, thinking they did Cad good. ſervice, John, xvid 
Nay, 'the Fews murther 2 Som. of God hinaſelf through ig 

noranee and a falſe perſuaſion of mind: Father, forgive. whe 
ſays our Bleſſed Lord, when he was breathing out his). 8 


And St. Peer, after he had charged the Jews with killing! 
Prince of Liſe, he preſently I wrote that t igner 

ye did it, as dia * ACT: ul, 17. And Paul 
mitigation of that great Crime, ſays, Had they known, they m 


ſelf he rellb us, That be verily thought with bimſelf, that he ough 
to do —— things againſt the Name of ſus of Nazareth, 48x" 4 
9. yet notwithſtanding that he acted herein according obe 
the of his Conſcience, he tells us that he had bee 
blaſphemer, and « perſecutor , and injuriow, and « murtherer, Ao tf 
ina word, ebe greateſt of Sinners, So that Men may be guid; 
= greateſt Sins, in following an erroneous Conſciend 
nd, > IV 951% lee. ae 
Uy, Theſe 'Sins may prone damnable, without a part ien Mic... 
grntance for them, Where the ignorance and miſtake ano off ' by 
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ful, th God niece of a general where 
75 r oly Srl + rout Sl be ofa ape Commute N 1 

without a particular Repentance x 
r which proceeds fr Be var 'of poll Runs 3 


Say yr? of Man wine is in a great 00 e 


oo when] it proceeds an , unreaſonable 
dice, from grear ie and 10 conceit, a FI ge 
| unſel and e or from a vilible bah of cl 9 
wen it is accompanied with a fürſous on 10 | 1 
oompting Men to cruel and horrible things,” conv 92 : 
cbt of nature and the ee ee cen 
rocredin from ſuch cauſes, ar nd 'producin effects, 2 — 
1 nlful i in fo high a degree, chat Whatever in 75 *1 
ir d almoſt equally faulty with direct arid v Violation 
f the Law of God, 
Tue ignorance and miſtake doth indeed mae 8 Perſon fa 
niſtaken tore capable of forgiveneſs, which is the ground of 
% | Shes 21 Prayer, for his Murtherers, Father, forgive ; 
know not what they. de: St. Paul likewiſe dell ud t he 
hex! mercy upon this account, r fays he, I 
2 aa, becauſe I did it ignorant ly, and in undel lief, 1 Ich. 1.13. 
hat! is, through a falſe perſuaſio on of mind not believing it 92 
en Sin: And yet he did not obtain this mercy, without a par N 
ar Convictlon of his fault, and Repenrance for it. ng * 
Fe after he had convinced the cmi of their great Sin i | 
i lng Cho, „ y, yet heexhorts - 
hem to a particular and Repentance for it, as x peel to 
be wad forgiveneſs of it:? And therefore after : 
ud, I wor that through ignorance ye did it, & did alſe foyer 79 
. ad, Repent Je & Ye K 17 end be converte 
ins red our, Acts 
$o that ic! ic highly concerns Men to er what e 
be, embrace 5 order to practice, and Nee ſuffer themſelves 
be hurried away by an unreaſonable e 
aſſin, without a due and calm r of nor 
o be over-born by pride, or humour e orimoreſt 
by a furious 2 bly 
o the voluntarineſi of our Error wil be de che guilt of our pra- 
vac 4 we to that Error. Indeed where our Error is invo- 
morally invincible, God will conſider athy, 3 
ake 7 Fon Bar for it ; but where it erb 
ied b our Wr a. 
pf 
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on and conviction of his own mind, bur when there i 


'- aſſion 


| of 3) | 
Geri nl to fcb our miiake ; For whatever we do co 
tothe La Law of God and our Duty, in virtue of thar kal ar 
Nader, we do it at our utmoſt peril, and muſt be anſweril 
to God for deren we 6d k to the di 
of our Conſcience. - 
A5 Rule is this, that in all d 1 of Conlcienes wh 
Tanke een e her and do not lay all the weight 
our doubts here there is perhaps as much i 
fue oubring, on the other : And. conſequentlif 
t we be as tractable eaſie to receive ſatisfaRion of of 
ere and be equally contented thi 
ef ruled caſes that are equal: I mean, Where 
ons and Intereſt, are not concern d, as well as where Nh 
bun And if we do nor do this, it is a ſign that we are partial 


eee Face e en and that we do * qr . 
the peace a our own minds, t ve ſome 
ther intereſt and de 
\For it i e Lavery, 


when Mem deubes ind 

8 . brd Ts he bai 

8 peace, and obedience to Go 

E- ee 

oubt, a more a nay, in reaſi 
to be over. ruled by the Comman 172 ity. 

nion and judgment of * and Men, wk inc 


ron of the i Peer, wad of the unity and edict 1 
Not that a Man ĩa in any caſe to aginſ the cer pe if 


meer doubt concerning the lawfulneſs or unlawfulneſs wings 
it ſeems to me in that caſe very reaſonable tht « Man ſho 
ſuffer a meer doubt or ſeruple to be over: led by any of 
weighty conſiderations which I mentioned before. 
The Forth Rule eee eh 
mently to be ſ » which are accompanied with the turk 
2 furious Zeal. It is — hl 
ſuch a Man's Conſcience is in the wrong. nen ce 
. faying of St. James, The wrath of Mer 28 not the 
0, God, Jam, i. 20. that is, the ke nb ns hs right 
no proper inſtruments to Reli oo penn; Weg | 
any thing that is good, A — — if any Man be tra 
witha wild Zealand pretended Conſcience for his Fas 


is great odds bur he is in error: W 
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12 ths own doing (Cars and 
cent k 

arte pos gh yer jen nid 
WOES ANGRY e Ca 


ere can hardly be a broader” n. i 

. than to rage and be conflens 1 
tthe Man's Ces es net Credo e fg n, but 
t he hath over his Conſcience 

humour and diſcontent. - 
16 tho ſuch-a Man may be &-far blinded, by hu 
not to ſee what is * merhinks he ſhould fee/ 
be in the wrong by hy being et, het and 
rt e thou erx fin the of — 
& biſt reaſon to be pleaſed: What cauſe then, w 
Src of being angry? Hath a Man Reaſon on his fide ? 
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py Man, 
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as ich as it gives na ſtrength 
7 5e Ee thr vin n e and e 


0 the great evil, and the perpetual miſtake of ihis furious 
of Teal, the Fews are a lively and a lamentable Exam 
ſho in their carriage towards our Hleſſed Saviour and his App» 


e, e eee of his Conſc 
ehe. Hear how St. Paul deſcribes. Belt and how obs 
ict he was acted by an erroneous Conſcience ; 1 prrſecured, 


= men and women, 4 And in another Chapter, L 
ly e with my ſelf, —ů — againſt the... 
ue of Feſtis of Nazareth, Acts xxvi. 9. Here way hisexroneouy 
dFnſcience. Let us next ſee what were the unhappy conchmi. 
es and effects of it; ver. 10, 11. hich ebingt, ye bey 7% 
| W when 
were. pus te death 1 gave my vice againſt waar x 


alas 5d pc Pier ce MY mige 
poſt — Ae ey they a. . 8 
inciple of Conſcience. . 2 
Man? 1 
co bj tent, * 


need is 
| bs han mars? Why then does he By ot RS oi 


: And more particularly St. Paul, when he perſecated the 


he, abu way unte: — 189 en | 
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(10 
them oft in, exery Synagogue, and competed f ham toblaſpheme ; and 
exceedingly mad againſt 3 them even to fran ge Ci 
When Cob ſcience rraoſports Men with ſuch a furious real and paſton 
hardly ever in the Right; or if it Thodfd happep to be ſo, they who 
thus tranſported, by their vngractbus way of maintaining the truth, 
their ill management of a'good cauſe, have found but i cunning way! 
in the wrong, even when they are in the right. 
Nſibiy, All pretences of Conſcience are likewiſe to be ſuſpetted. 
are not accompanied with modeſty and humility, and a wachs ble tere 
dud diſpoſit ion, willing to leara 4nd, to, be better inform d. A provi. 
c conceited remper of Mind is very likely to run into miſl becauſe,p 
And ſulneſ of a Man's ſelf dyes keep out knowledge, and obfirudy.allfi c. 
paſſages by which wiſdom and inſirudtion ſhould enter ioro Men: , 
that it provokes; God to abandon Men to their own follies and miltak 
for God reſifeth thi proud, but the meek will be guide in judgment, nd 
give more grace and wiſdom te th humble. When Men are ence evi 
pile 
10 


this, to think themſelves wiſer than their Teachers, and to dei 
caſt' off their Guides, no wonder if then they go aſtray, 
L aftly, Let us be ſure to mind that which is our! plain and unqueſi 11 

able Duty the great things of Relitzion, vhereln the life and ſubRany 
it doth conſiſt j and the things likewiſe which make fer peace, and wi 
we may itdifie one another ; And let us not ſuffer our. Du(gores above 
matters to E hinder our main Duty: But let it be our, 
care not to fail in thoſe greater things which are comprehended under . 
two great Commandments of the Law, the Love of God and of our Nu 
bour: Let us be ftri& and conſtant in our Piety and Devotion te 
So; chaſtand temperare in reference to our ſebver ; jult and honeſt; 
and charitable, humble and meek, patictt and peaceable towards all M 
ſubmiſſ ye and obedient to our Swperioxs,, Natural, Civil and Spiriteak' 
due regard to theſe great Vertues of the Chriſtian life, is the way to e 
Conſcience vid of offance, towards God, and toward; Men : And ſurely, 
+ beſt means to have our doubis cleared about matters of leſſer moment 

Religion, is heactily to ſet abopt the praQice of the . and unqueſhs 
able Duties of it: So our Blefled Saviour bath aſſur d us, that if any 
will do the will of God, he ſhall know of his Doctrine whether it be HN. 
Job vii. 17, [ comenowin the 8 9 

. VIrh and Laß place, to confider the great Motive and Encourag 
to this conſeientious care of our Lives and Aftionz; which Sr. Paal 
tells us was his belief of a Reſorration, and of the Rewards and P 
ments conſequent upon it; I have hope, ſays he, rewards God, that 1 
Shall be a RefurreFion beth of the juſt and unjuſt : For this. cauſe there 
4 exerciſe my ſelf ts baus alway: a conſcience void of offence, toward 
and toward Men. : * 
If ve believe the Reſurred ion of che D. ad, and a future Judgment, 
ought to be very careful to diſcharge 2 good Conſcience now, in ordts 


the rendring of a good Account hercafter ;, that we wn#y be jo 


. 


(u) 
their own made; that their Conſtiences my not perpetvally rack chem, 
in their Faces. bor 2 right Belief * Le are ber 
cable Companion, they are quarret{bme Neighbovts,” and mul u. 
live very uneuſily by one another, He that believes the 
f gies, and yet is conſtions to himſelf itt He hath lived contraty to 
| Rill continues to do ſo, bow can he F. and 
ja his mind? onfefs like Fexab he carl ſloep in l. Ne 
. 25 it were, ſeared with 4 het iron: For I his Coalcichce be a wal 
n any degree ſcnfible,; the evident of eternal rifige; cont 
hanging over him, muſt in reaſon” either drive him tb Repentaneg 
Deſpair: If ſo forcible and violent an Argument can walk ue impre 
upon us, ve bre fupid ad betitelt d, ve are loſt and utidone, ve 
wretched and miferable for ever. 1 T9, 2919601 ; nk 1 f N 7 7 Tr "y 
Bot beſides the future Reward of a holy and conſelentio us coarſe, "whit 
is unſpeakable and full of Glory; it bath alſo rhis preſeac fruir,rhis vin 
us may ſay, and feady Money in hand, che Peace and Barisfächben ft 
own Minds, which is much more valuable than thouſinds of Gold and MM 
the unſpeakable comfort wherepf'every Man will theo find, when he tk 
molt need of it: For it will be matter of 2 joy to bim, nor only u 
the ſoreſt affl. ions aud calamities of Life, but cven at the hour of Deg” 
when the miſeries of Life oppreſs him, and rhe forrowg'bf Death con 
him about, and the pangs of it are ready to take hold of him 
There is certainly no ſuch comfort under the evils and a,: one f 
Lite, as  fairhful Witneſs in our own breaſts of our own inoocency A 
tegrity: When we are afflicted by God, or perſecuted and reviled by 
ain to us to be conſcious to our ſolve gi* 
odor own fincerity, © For tho* no Man can acquit and ju fil fle bimſclt ben ing 
God as to the perſect innocency of fis Life, in which ſenſe St. * 8 
thut the be knew nothing by himſelf, yet was he not therthy Juftified; 1088 
iv. 4. I ſay, the* no Man can perfect innocency, yer as to the eta V< 
courſe andtenour of an unblameable Life, a good Man way appeal ro Vt 
and even when he afflicts him, may look upen him as a and 0, (la 
paſhonare Father, and not as an angry 10d reveagetal ſodge; Ne. 
Wich this holy and patient Job, under all thoſe terrible dihälfem : 
calamitics which befel him, was able in ſome meaſure to comforvhimi 
Afﬀeer he had loft all, and he had a great deal to loſe ; when be was f 
ken of all ocher comfort, even the charitable opinion of his belt 
concerning his ſincerĩty. In theſe ſad and diſconſolate circumſtanees, 
' was it chat bore up his Spirit? nothing but the conſcience of his on 
grity. See with what reſolution and conſtancy of Mind he aſſerts 
maintains it; I will net, ſays he, rewove mine integrity from u 
rigbteonſneſt will T bold faſt, and will not let it ge: mine hears ſpall 
reproach me,ſo long as [ live, Job xxv. i You 5 that vben every th 
elſe was gone, his integrity ſtuck by bim, and ſupported. him to the 
And as to perſecutions and ſufferings from Men, our own, innocent 
and the goodneſs of our Cauſe, will be our beſt comfort under them: W 


ve ate not guilty to our ſelves that we haxe deſerv'd them from Men, 
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mere excending and ererual weight:of Glory, _ . 
| This was phat which ſupported the G0 Chrifions, aber nod/2 of 
1, under all thoſe bitter and cruel Perſecutions, which had ot 


deen beyond all human patience to bave endur d. — 5 5 
n in all their Tribalatious ; Our rejeiring, ſays St- Poul, if 0%, %%% 
imeny of en Canſciences, thet iy Smplicity end gully fnreriry, we how | 
or converſation in the World... 
> likewiſe Leder that iaferigr dat equally malicious beef PorGeotian; Js 
1 this Age is ſo very profuſe.and prodigal, I mean the cunſuleſo Cas 
es nod of Men; If under cheſe we; can but approve our 
iciences to God, the uncharitable Cenſares of Men are not ſo moch is 
MI regarded by us: Some impreſſion they will make ppon a tender Ming, 
ve moltnot, if we can belp-je, lat them ſiak too deep into our Spi- 
: If onr hearts condemn m nut, wem laue © tomards G 
I God andour 


„ ids t. and then ſurely much more toward 
methinks ic ſhould be no ſoch difficuls 
co hear the Slanders and hard Cenſures of Men. 

ut above all other times, the comfarts. of = good-Crndicrce ls ma | 
dle, and moſt conſiderable, at the hour of Death : For i nothing des 
32 Man's Spirit more, and ſends him down vith ſo much tothe - 
re, as the guilt of an evil Conſctencs ; phat rerrop.gnd viſh,” what 


x and deſpair to ſeine upon a Sinner at that time, wheo- L 
rhe: be bath doke, and confiders vhat bo js ike . 80 on che 2 
r hand, there is thar tei es and raiſes the faiptiog Spirits of 

ſeg Wen. like the of 3 holy and uſeful Life, which hark 
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ie glory tp God, and good to Men. The wicked, fays Salm,, ie 
ven away in hi-wickedueſs, Prov. xiv. 32. chin js, boſs caerind en of 
World, as it were in 8 Storm aud Tempeſt: Bas the rights 
is bis du be uſually dies calwly and comfortably : Mor the per. 
Ke, fps D2w1, 0nd bbold th upright forthe nd of tht Km | 
ace, Pſal, XxXVii. 37. — 
alten te Ct?” bis it char ho hack ies e to 
the Commandments of God, and to do the things which 3 
bath lived pos yo _ as St. Paul. 2 — or, of 228 
ice before God and Men, iii. » tan unſpeakable | 
— — ps — = 1 
g throagh tbe the ſhadow to fear no 14 
to be able wich our ——— tho in a much luſeriour me? 
and: degree, Father, ee cher an the ant 2 f 
the work which ys b gives ma to db Jobs xvii. . And co e 
> eb ee SS | 
Pauldid, when be ſow it approaching towards . 
ready to be offer d, aud therime of my departure ia at hand, 1 have. 
iki, leu. Fe of 
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þ there aud for me c' Rightevuſieſs, 8 
Fudge ſhall gius me weten Aeg, 2 Tim. . 6.9, *. A 
- able Death, that is free from the And vpbtaidinge, de rervin 
tortures, the-confofion and ama of 2 grilry*Confcierice; is 4hi 
neſs to defirable, as' dt gs vell woreh'ths ben care and endes vom 
14 Man's whole Life. „ l 83 2 
Let us then have 2 ; conſcientious retard 0 che sik edi 
© Dury, and, vith St. Paul, Lis nr * —— ma 
ce void of offence, toward: God, towayas Mew > Aud let 
0 any thing whereby ve ſhall offer violeoce to the Agb of our 4 
'* God hath given us this Principle to be our conſtant guide; hd compu 
nod who-ever; after due care to inform himſelf aright, c with 
ow the dictate and direQion of this Gaide, © ſhall devef fatal 
Bot whoever goet againſt the clear ddtute and convidlen 
ence, in ſo doing be undermines the foundation of bly in Cote 
Peace, and fins againſt God and e n . 
And to the end ve may keep our Conſtience cleas of git; we 
frequently examine our ſelves, and look back upon the Afions of our 
and call our ſelves to n tri acedunt for them; that wherte-in-ſe 
" Have fail'd of Innocency, we may make it up by Repentance'; "und 
get our Conſcience clear d of Guiſt by Pardon and r 
if we do not do this, we cannot with confidence rely upon the teſtichon 
8 our Conſcience ; betauſe many great Sins may ſlip out of or mem 
vithout n whe yer Yo require ani : 
m need of a particular Repenrance.” © - 20d Gn e 
1 Eſpecially, we ſhould ſearch our eee narrowly at t 
more ſolemn Time of Repentance, and when ve are preparing out 
to receive the Holy Sacrament : And if at theſe Timed our Hearrs de u 
und condema us for any thing, ve ſhould not only'beartily lament 
© bewail it before God, but ſincerely reſolve by God's Grate to reſt 
that particular, and from that time ro break off that Sin which we 
then repented of, and have aud forgiveneſs of God for +- For if 
have repented of it, we return to it again, we | round: our Conſt 
— audinvolve them in a ne guilt. Nb 
45 Ia the laſt place, We ſhould reverence dur Contiemade, nnd bande 
of them, and bave u great regard to their ceſtimony- and verdi: 
Conſcience is a domeſtick Judge, and a kind of familiar God : * 
fore, next to the Supream Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, every Man i 
be afraid to offend his own Reaſon and Conſcience, vhich when · ce 
knowingly do amiſs; will beat us with many firipes, and handle us 
ſeverely than the greateſt Enemy ve have in the World: So that 
the dreadful Sentence of the great Day, every Man hath reaſon to 
the ſentence of his own Confcionoe. God indeed is greater than aur 
and know; all things; but under Him we have the g reaſon to 
rhe judgment of our own Conſciences: For nothing but that can 
; and nothing can creato ſo much trouble and diſquict to us. 
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”—_ ld tho' the jadgnzent of Wy io. y 1 NE 
, yer ve have great: reaſon to have great, regard to ee pn S 
nl Accounts, which I ſhall but briedy wh mention, and ſo contlude.) if {© 
Ml firſt, Becauſe the judgment of our Conſcience us free | from any c 
No body can force it from us, her we will or ud and 2 F 
oſs ſentence inft our ſelves, wherher we. ſee rea ſon for it ot not. uf 
Sondly, The 27H iN of our own Conſeiences is very likely | to be ins 4 
al, it leaſt bot 666 hard oo d Ede Bd becaoly Neb baten eV 
themſelves,” aud are too apr to be favourable in their on cuſe: Al 
World cannot bribe a Man agalaſt himſelf; There is 'no Man obo © | 
d is not either ee, arp ferro, 2 5 ö 
is apt to be credulops againſt f. aud his on Interei and Pena. 
Thirdly, The Judgment which our-.Conſcicnce pa ſſeth upon: oor own 2 
bons, is upon the moſt intimate and certain koowledge - of chem, and of 1 
ir true motives and ends. We may, cafily be deceiy'd/in our Judgment 
the Aftions of other Men, and may thipk them ro he mach better or "A 
e than in erwh they are: | Becauſe we, cavnor cerraigly tell ich what ? 
1 and what s there may de to excuſe- or 
fravate them 3 How'ftrong the ion was, or how veak the Jodg- - 
t ef bun that was Ledde d n ind Fo), 
ut we are cooſcivus to all the ſecret ſprings, and macht, bes-; 1 
eus ces of our own Actions; We can deſernd into our 1 —— 
„ te bottom of he, and ſearch jnzoithe moſt retired corners of our do- | 
o and ode; ' which none, behged our ſclves, bot oy God can d 
excepting Him only, 1. wy (ator Mon buy, the 7, 
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and there is no way to avoid It. 
e 6f the Earth, bot thou canſt not 
from thy KH: In vain t thou call upon the Moantains and 
own. 7.1 


on ths ad bid hes from ane n- 
Wretched and miſerable Min ! x Haſs offended and 
j Conſcience : For ᷣhither canſt thon go, toeſcape the — 5 | 
ls, eee ee e this 8 ** 
Jus is wo Being, as iy from t | 
op Accuſations and d Or bis own Conſcience; iich will - 
xrually haunt him, till ir ie bs done away by Repentance Kebab 


— a cin (hing 10 be beg by en irits.andyer the / 

RG a Man which is in him, rhroaghly ice with be ee Galt, "IN 

de a more ghaſtly and amating'$j he than all the Deyils iv Hell: © 7 

re is no-ſoch friſbt ful A pparition in the World, as a Man's own guilty 

2 — Baring him in mee is hae 

d, "whe cas bear ? wats 2514.50 * 
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